
Please join us in prayer!  

Our Oblate Sisters in Ecuador need us!

Saint Leonie Aviat School in Manta, Ecuador

We are all aware of the earthquakes that have devastated the people of Japan and 

Ecuador these past few weeks.  Our Oblate Sisters  own and operate several 

schools in Ecuador. Four of our schools  were destroyed or badly damaged in the 

earthquake.  You can imagine our worry for the safety of our Sisters and the 

children they serve.  The lack of electricity made it difÞcult to receive news; 

however, we now know that the Sisters  are safe.  Fortunately, schools  in this  region 

of Ecuador were closed with the new year scheduled to begin on May 2nd.  No 

children, teachers or staff were in the schools.
Ways to help:
¥ Pray for all those affected

¥ Ask Christ to give them the 

spiritual and emotional strength 

they need

¥ Spend each day in solidarity with 

our Sisters and those they serve.

¥ Support their efforts to rebuild 

their lives in any way that you can

St Leonie Aviat School 
before the Earthquake

The  clean -up  has  begun !  !        A treasure  has  been  found :

! ! ! ! ! ! Our  Lady  of  Light



OBLATE SISTERS OF SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES

From our Sisters in Manta:

Thank	  God	  nothing	  happened	  to	  
our	  Sisters,	  although	  there	  have	  
been	  deaths	  in	  their	  families.	  
What	  happened	  to	  our	  schools	  
is	  terrible,	  just	  as	  terrible	  as	  
what	  happened	  along	  Ecuador's	  
coast	  to	  many	  people	  who	  live	  
there.	  	  	  Our	  school	  St.	  Leonie	  
Aviat	  in	  Tarqui(outside	  Manta)	  
doesn't	  exist	  anymore;	  both	  
school	  buildings	  collapsed	  in	  on	  
themselves.	  Tables	  and	  chairs	  
lay	  in	  the	  street.	  Everything	  is	  
just	  a	  huge	  pile	  of	  debris.	  The	  
school	  Stella	  Maris	  in	  Manta	  has	  

many	  cracks	  with	  collapsed	  
walls	  and	  shattered	  windows.	  	  
More	  than	  half	  of	  the	  school	  in	  
Rocafuerte	  has	  collapsed	  and	  
the	  rest	  has	  to	  be	  taken	  down.	  
Also,	  our	  school	  in	  San	  Placido	  
is	  badly	  damaged.	  It	  has	  not	  
been	  examined	  by	  engineers	  to	  
see	  if	  it	  can	  be	  repaired.	  	  	  

How	  can	  we	  teach?	  	  	  What	  will	  
happen	  to	  the	  teachers	  who	  
may	  not	  be	  able	  to	  Oind	  work?	  
Many	  of	  our	  pupils,	  teachers	  
and	  employees	  have	  lost	  their	  
homes	  or	  even	  relatives.

When	  the	  earthquake	  hit,	  our	  
Sisters	  were	  in	  the	  Chapel.	  At	  
18.58	  all	  the	  statues	  fell	  and	  
shattered.	  The	  candles	  Olew	  like	  
bullets	  through	  the	  air.	  You	  
could	  not	  stand	  upright,	  the	  
shocks	  were	  so	  strong.	  But	  
despite	  all	  that	  we	  have	  to	  be	  
thankful	  there	  were	  no	  children	  
in	  the	  school,	  that	  all	  the	  Sisters	  
were	  together	  in	  a	  safe	  place	  
and	  could	  run	  outside,	  holding	  
each	  other	  up	  and	  hugging.	  	  
	  
Please,	  we	  need	  your	  help,	  your	  
solidarity	  and	  your	  prayers!

Rocafuerte before and after: 
to the right is a photo from a 

part of the school still 
standing.

Oblate Sisters schools a!ected by the earthquake:

St. Leonie Aviat, Tarqui,Manta! 800 students ! ! St. Francis de Sales, Rocafuerte! 650 students

Stella Maris, Manta	 ! 940 students! ! St. Mary Magdalen, San Placido 	 400 students

How can we help financially?

! Due to the difÞcult situation in Ecuador, we have set up a special account to receive 

! and hold donations until our Sisters in Ecuador are able to receive them.  

! Checks can be sent directly to the Oblate Sisters in the USA:
! Make checks payable to: Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales

! Send to: Oblate Sisters, 399 Childs Road, Childs, MD 21916

	   Online donations may be made on our website: www.oblatesisters.org

	   The	  Oblate	  Sisters	  of	  Saint	  Francis	  de	  Sales,	  Inc.	  is	  recognized	  as	  having	  exempt	  status	  under	  section	  501(c)(3)	  of	  the	  
	   Internal	  Revenue	  Code.	  	  Donations	  are	  eligible	  to	  be	  deducted	  up	  to	  the	  full	  extent	  of	  the	  law.	  


